300 THE PRODUCT OF LABOUR AS SUCH

everything, and its total products then be ex-
pressed by the number five, the products of the
industrial population would be five per head still,
if ability, as a multiplying number, successively
expressible by two and three and four, had not
increased the quotient to ten, fifteen, and twenty;
ability thus being the producer, not indeed of the
five with which we start, but of all the increasing
differences between this and the larger numbers.

To return then to definite facts, since in the year
1800 an equal division of all the wealth of Great
Britain would have yielded to each family an in-
come of eighty pounds, and since eighty years later
an equal division of the total which was actually
appropriated as wages by wage-paid labour alone,
would have yielded to each labourer's family some
twenty-five pounds in addition, the labouring class
as a whole in Great Britain to-day, instead of
receiving less than its labour produces, receives on
the lowest computation from thirty to thirty-three
per cent more. Or, to put the matter otherwise,
more than a fourth of its present income is drawn
from a fund which would cease to have any ex-
istence if it were not for the continued activity of
a specially gifted class, by whose brains the data
of science are being constantly remastered and re-
assimilated, and by whose energy they are applied
to the minds and muscles of the many from the
earliest hour of each working day to the latest.
And what is true labour, its products, and receipts
in Great Britain, is broadly true of them in